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a trade with Persia through Russia, the first being under-
taken by Anthony Jenkinson *. These early attempts did not
succeed, yet a letter written by Sir Thomas Sherley to his
son Anthony in 1600 shows that hopes of commercial
intercourse with Persia were still cherished: "By your
next I desire to know the names of the ports of Persia that
adjoin to the South Sea within the Capa de Bona Speranza.
Then, with what safety or warrant merchants may come
thither ; what English wares are most in the request there ;
whether there be any good means to renew victuals there ;
what commodity there is of new repairing of ships with
cordage " *. Early in its career the East India Company
instructed Sir Thomas Roe to take steps to open up a trade
with Persia for silk 3; some factors were sent there from
India in 1616 to procure privileges from the Shah 4 ; and
subsequently Persian ambassadors found their way to
England armed with proposals for inaugurating commercial
relations 5. " This proposed trade ", commented a contem-
porary (1626), " must depend upon the goodwill of the
leading merchants, and it must involve a great expense even
to make a beginning. It will not therefore be surprising if,
after some time spent in discussion, it should end in smoke " 6.
The First Persian Voyage was made in 1628 7, and a few
years later it was said that " the trade with Persia goeth
prosperously on " 8.
This invasion of a sphere, which the Levant Company
claimed as its monopoly, gave rise to a conflict between the
two companies, which came to a head after the Revolution
when Parliament insisted that the East India Company
1 See Early Voyages and Travels to Russia and Persia (Hakluyt Society-
Publications). Also infra, p. 329.
a Hist. MSS, Comm. Salisbury, x, 3.
 *	The First Letter Book of the East India Company, 455 (1614).    For
Roe, see supra, p. 278.
 *	Letters received by the East India Company from its Servants in the
East, iv» 220, and vols. v. and vi. passim.
8 Of the Persian ambissador in 1624 it was said that " our merchants
esteem no better of him than a juggler " : Hist. MSS. Comm. Cowper, i.
172. In 1626 two ambassadors professed to speak in the name of Persia:
ibid. Shrine, 47.	e Ibid. Skrine, 50^
» Supra, p. 273, note 8.
*	Hist. MSS. Comm. Cowper, i. 448,

